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Special Dates in May 

 1 May Day 
 4 Star Wars Day 
 5 Cinco de Mayo 
 8 National Teacher's Day 
 8 VE Day, WW II 
 13 Mother's Day 
 16 Ramadan begins 
 19 Armed Forces Day 
 21 Victoria Day (Canada) 
 28 Memorial Day 

 
Seems there is a National day for just about anything 
(National Day Site) 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
 

16 Jun: Next Chapter Meeting,  
Johnny’s at Fife, 9:00 AM.  

8 June: DAR marker dedication. Need 3 uniformed 
Color Guard, 1 drum, and 1 fife minimum 
Location: Olympia, Heritage Park, East side of 
Capital Lake, 11 am(Map Link.) 

26 June: Veteran’s home, Post the Colors & donation 
of Betsy Ross Flag. (O’Neal) 
Location: Orting, 10:00-Noon.. 

4 Jul: Independence Day Parade (Need 5 color guard, 
2 banner carriers plus Fife & Drum) 
 Steilacoom, WA, 10:00 

13-18 Jul: 128th NSSAR Annual SAR Congress.  
Location: Houston, Texas 

21 Jul: West Seattle Grand Parade 

22 Jul: Welcome Ceremony, General Society of 
Mayflower Descendants - Fife & Drum 
Location: Bellevue. (Further details TBA) 

9-12 Aug: Northwest Colonial Festival, JPJ 

3 Sep: Labor Day Parade Black Diamond 

Sep (TBD): SAR recruiting booth, Puyallup State 
Fairgrounds 

 
 

  

mailto:DM-SAR@comcast.net?subject=Cannonball
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/mayday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/moreholidays/May/starwarsday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/cinco.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/teacher.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/veday.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/mother.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/ramadan.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/afd.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/victoria.htm
http://www.holidayinsights.com/other/memorial.htm
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/january/
http://dickmotz.net/SAR-CG/8_Jun_Map.pdf
https://sar.org/annual-sar-congress


Official Publication of the Alexander Hamilton Chapter, WA, Sons of the American Revolution 
Vol 4 Issue 5 

May 2018 

 

Page 2  For corrections plase contact the Editor 

Alexander Hamilton (1757–1804) (Part 2) 

MILITARY SUCCESS: King’s College shut its doors in 1775, before Hamilton graduated, because British troops occupied 
New York City. Hamilton decided to enter the military. He saw the army as the best way to advance his political career. He 
moved through the ranks and soon became General George Washington’s chief staff aide.  To Hamilton’s disappointment, 
this position kept him out of direct combat. He persistently asked to be put in charge of troops on the battlefield. 
Washington finally relented and gave Hamilton a few battalions in the Battle of Yorktown, the battle that ultimately 
secured America’s victory in the Revolutionary War. 

THE LURE OF POLITICS: After the war, Hamilton briefly served on the Congress of the Confederation. Throughout his 
time there, he grew frustrated that Congress had so little power to solve problems or collect taxes. His irritation at 
government ineffectiveness foreshadowed a struggle he would fight for the rest of his career.  Even though he served as 
a private lawyer for several years, the temptation toward government service never left Hamilton. He despised the Articles 
of Confederation and wrote frequently about the many problems the document caused — and of course, he believed the 
government’s lack of power formed the root of those problems. So in 1786 he spearheaded a campaign to create a new 
Congress and come up with a better governing document. 

(To be continued next month) 

Revolutionary War Battles in the month of May 
Battle Date Colony/State Outcome 

Battle of Crooked Billet May 1, 1778 Pennsylvania British victory 

Action of 1 May 1781 May 1, 1781 France British victory 

Capture of Fort Ticonderoga May 10, 1775 New York 
Patriot victory: Patriots capture British 
posts at Ticonderoga and Crown point 

Chesapeake raid May 10-24, 1779 Virginia British victory 

Battle of Thomas Creek May 17, 1777 East Florida British victory 

Battle of Chillicothe May 1779 Quebec Patriot victory 

Battle of The Cedars May 18-27, 1776 Quebec British victory 

Battle of Barren Hill May 20, 1778 Pennsylvania Indecisive 

Siege of Augusta  May 22-Jun 6, 1781 Georgia Patriot victory 

Siege of Ninety-Six May 22-Jun 6, 1781 South Carolina British victory 

Meigs Raid May 24, 1777 New York Patriot victory 

Invasion of Tobago May 24-Jun 2, 1781 Tobago French victory 

Battle of St. Louis May 25, 1780 Louisiana Patriot-Spanish victory 

Mount Hope Bay raids May 25-30, 1778 Rhode Island British victory 

Bird's invasion of Kentucky May 25-Aug 4, 1780 Virginia British victory 

Crawford expedition May 25-Jun 12, 1782 Quebec British-Iroquois victory 

Battle of Chelsea Creek May 27-28, 1775 Massachusetts 
Patriots victory: Patriots capture British 
ship Diana 

Naval battle off Halifax May 28-29, 1782 Nova Scotia British victory 

Battle of Waxhaws May 29, 1780 South Carolina British victory 

Battle of Cobleskill May 30, 1778 New York British-Iroquois victory 

Action of 30 May 1781 May 30, 1781 Barbary Coast British victory 

Battle of Lenud's Ferry May 6, 1780 South Carolina British victory 

Capture of the Bahamas May 6, 1782 Bahamas Patriot-Spanish victory 

Battle of Fort Motte May 8-12, 1781 South Carolina Patriot victory 

 

Revolutionary War Quiz: (answer on page 6) 

The British had the difficult task of fighting the war while simultaneously retaining the allegiance of 
_______________.  Loyalist support was important, since the goal of the war was to keep the colonies in the British 
Empire, but this imposed numerous ________________ limitations. Early in the war, the Howe brothers served as 
peace commissioners while simultaneously conducting the war effort, a dual role which may have limited their 
effectiveness. 
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What is the SAR?  
SAR is... EDUCATION *ROTC – On the left is Don Wingerson of Seattle 

Chapter. He is presenting this Seattle University ROTC Cadet with the SAR 

Bronze ROTC medal and certificate. 

 

 

 
(To be continued next month) 

Do you shop at Amazon.com??? 
 

If you do, you can help your AH chapter raise some funds!!! 
 

Use the link below 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/91-1271500 
 

Message from the PRESIDENT 

So I walked into a bar in Brisbane . . .   I know, it sounds like the beginning of a joke, but it is true.  My 
wife and I spent five wonderful days in Brisbane exploring wildlife sanctuaries, holding koalas, and 
feeding kangaroo.  We even saw a wombat on a leash out for his morning walk.  As if it couldn't get 
any better, the highlight was three days of snorkeling on the Great Barrier Reef.  It was glorious!   
Back to the bar.  Jet lag had taken its toll, my wife was in bed, and my stomach was awake.  So I made 
my way to the hotel bar for a late meal and a beverage.  I struck up a conversation with Jim.  He was a 
miner from the south of Australia.  It didn't take long for him to realize I was an American.  (I wonder 
how?)  It seemed he loved American history and was happy to meet a kindred spirit.  He bet he could 
name all the American presidents since World War II and he was correct.  Yet, he also admitted couldn't name a single 
Australian Prime Minister.  Of course I wanted to talk about the Revolution and share some recently acquired knowledge 
about Hamilton, Madison, and the like.  He seemed particularly fascinated by our Civil War and especially the abolitionist 
efforts in the North.  He was unaware that in the years leading up to the War, new states could only be added in pairs: 
one slave-holding and one free.  This seemed to open a new perspective for him and I believe he will spend more time 
considering its implications.  American history is filled with abysmal darkness and unparalleled illumination. 
It was enlightening for me to witness the level of Australian interest in American affairs.  I expected to see news reports 
of missile launches into Syria, but the coverage was broader and deeper.  In many ways I found it similar to our own media 
in terms of topics covered, time spent, and biased slants.  How many Australian stories are featured on our nightly news?  
The Australian audience was given access to American politics, individual State issues, regional elections, and, of course, 
the latest gossip from Hollywood and D.C.   
We are unique.  As a country, we hold a singular status.  Many of our citizenry are unaware of this reality and unfortunately 
there are some who would vehemently deny what is indisputable.  They would be wrong.  We know what is true on an 
intellectual level, but it took a look back from the outside to remind me to appreciate America more deeply.   
The terms is: exceptionalism.  It is not arrogance.  It is not exclusionary.  It is not a four-letter word.  We are being watched.  
The world is aware what we think and do and say because we are exceptional.  Our Government has endured when others 
have failed.  Our citizens have prospered while others have lagged.  If immigration is any indication, America is the place 
to be.  In 1980, President Reagan used John Winthrop's words to remind us America is still a shining “city on a hill.”  It 
remains true today.   
Compatriots, I am proud to be an American.  America is exceptional!   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Keith A Weissinger, MD 
President, Alexander Hamilton Chapter 
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from the Color Guard Commander 

Liberty 
Liberty is a key word in our history. It is in the Liberty Bell, Statue of Liberty and Sons of Liberty, yet 
we may not know its historic meaning. It’s origins from the Greek, include freedom, and patriotism. 
To the Greeks, the meaning was not to have a master, to be independent, to live as one likes and it is 
one of the foundations of our democracy today. Aristotle spoke of Liberty as…”This, then, is one note 
of liberty which all democrats (those living in a democracy, not the current meaning today) affirm to 
be the principle of their state”.  Man should live as he likes and this is the privilege of freemen, since 
the opposite would be to live in slavery.  
Liberty is the notion that all men live equally.  Of course, in ancient Greece, this applied to Freemen, and not everyone 
was a Freeman. During the Persian Empire populations religious and ethnic groups as well as women had the same 
rights as men (550 BC). With the advent of Roman law, there was a return to slavery and a loss of human rights and did 
not return again until the Age of Enlightenment.  
Liberty today is separate from freedom. Liberty entails the responsible use of freedom under the rule of law without 
depriving anyone else of their freedom. Freedom is broader in that it represents total lack of restraint.  For example, a 
person can have the freedom to murder, but not have the liberty to murder as the latter deprives others of their liberty 
to not be harmed.  
Liberty, freedom, and the ability to choose, is why so many around the world want to be a part of The United States.  
We, ourselves, through the courage of our ancestors, through a belief in Liberty and Freedom, contribute to our anchor 
of pride in the U.S.A. Our families were here when the country began from British Rule.  We created our Democracy and 
we have a choice.  To every member of the SAR, be proud of your ancestors, and also be proud of your contributions in 
the 21st Century. It is up to you to continue the beliefs of the Sons of the American Revolution.  
As President Reagan so eloquently stated: “Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We didn't 
pass it to our children in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to do the same.”  
It is our mission, through History, Education and Patriotism, to inform others of the Liberty and Freedoms they enjoy 
today. It has a long rich history beginning with our Patriot Ancestors and up to you to keep it alive. 
Respectfully, 
Arthur Dolan, Washington State Color Guard Commander, Sons of the American Revolution 

“Our History is the NatiON’s HistOry” 
Alexander Hamilton Chapter Participation in the State Color Guard. 
I am a proud to be a member of the Alexander Hamilton Color Guard.  Our Second Quarter report is commendable and 
represents the commitment of our chapter’s participation in Color Guards events. Beginning with the Pacific District 
Meeting in Kennewick, we had 7 members present. Alexander Hamilton represented 41% of the Color Guard present as 
seen in the photo below. 
At the Bremerton Parade Alexander Hamilton Chapter had 8 members representing 47% of the participating Color 
Guard.  
As you can see from the photo, there is a wide 
variety of costumes representing the range of 
positions held by our patriot ancestors.  As a 
reminder to all, musicians wore the opposite 
colors.  Commanding officers gave battlefield 
commands using drums requiring quick 
recognition of musicians.  The red coats allowed 
them to stand out and distribute commands 
quickly.  We are proud to have non SAR members, 
Ralph Liening, Jan, Lemmer Jeanine Stephan, and 
Stephanie Conroy (not pictured) as proud member 
of our Fife and Drum corps.  With perfect weather 
we looked fantastic. 
SAR posting the colors at the DAR State Banquet, Marriott, and SeaTac was performed 100% by Alexander Hamilton 
Chapter. 
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Birthday wishes to all those Born in may 

Robert Wayne Wagers Dick Motz 

 
News from the May 19th meeting: 
“Music of the Revolution” was a presentation brought to us by Toby Hanson  
Toby is originally from Graham, Washington where he grew up with an appreciation of 
traditional music. He graduated Magna cum laude in 1998 with a Bachelor of Music 
degree. Besides his activities with the Smilin' Scandinavians he is the music director for 
the Valse Café Orchestra and also plays with traditional country bands The Jangles, and 
Detour. Toby also freelances with a variety of other groups including Wild Turkeys, 
Patty and the Travelin' Four, Justin Roeser and The Dreyer Brothers. He was also a 
member of northwest favorite country gospel band Mended Heart. Active in the 
theater, he has performed with Terry Palasz in her one-woman show Polish Diva from 
Milwaukee, played for productions of Cabaret and Fiddler on the Roof and acted in 
Shakespeare's Comedy of Errors and Kirkland Performance Center's The Holiday Big 
Broadcast. When not performing Toby is often busy fixing things or eating things. 

New members:  
 
Joseph Pettit 
Darron Nelson 
Jonathan Blind (at right) 
James Young  
 

Rick Wells  
Erik Wells 
Jeffery Wells 
Jamie Bariekman   
 

from the editor: 
Hmmmmm… I Have not received a single response to an inquiry from last month?? 

Kinda makes one wonder if anyone is actually reading this publication or maybe you missed it??? 
Just in case I am asking again!!! 
 
Reprint from April issue: 

“A Problem: I have been with the SAR just over a year now but I 
still do not know or recognize my fellow chapter members by 
sight. 
I had this same problem when I joined the Color Guard but the 
Color Guard now has a member directory, so that problem 
solved. 
(http://dickmotz.net/SAR-CG/CG_MembershipDirectory.pdf ). 
Now for a solution….. 
Would you my fellow compatriots be interested in having a 
directory of our chapter (sample at right)? 
Format is not in concrete. Information included can be modified. 
I find the CG directory to be a great tool in identifying my fellow 
compatriots. When communicating only with E-mail, it helps me 
attach a face to the name.” 
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Note from the Editor: If you have anyone that would like to get a copy of our newsletter, let me 
know and I will add them to the distribution list. 

Still need input from the membership!! Please send any items that may be of interest to 
the chapter to: DM-SAR@comcast.net 

SAR related Items Wanted or For Sale 
Name Item Size Contact 

    

    

    

    

    

For Sale: 
Name Item Size Cost Contact 

     

     

     

     

     

If you have anything you want or have for sale, please send information to DM-SAR@comcast.net 

Revolutionary War Quiz answer:  
The British had the difficult task of fighting the war while simultaneously retaining the allegiance of 
_______________.  Loyalist support was important, since the goal of the war was to keep the colonies in the British 
Empire, but this imposed numerous ________________ limitations. Early in the war, the Howe brothers served as 
peace commissioners while simultaneously conducting the war effort, a dual role which may have limited their 
effectiveness. 
Answer - Loyalists & Military 
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